REMARKS 

Claims 1-4 are pending in the present application. 

In the present Office Action, the Examiner objected to the drawings as failing to 
show every feature of the invention specified in the claims. 

In the present Office Action, the Examiner objected to the previously filed 
Substitute Specification, as being incomplete for failing to provide the complete specification, 
and for failing to provide a marked-up copy of the original specification. 

In the present Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. 
112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential elements, in particular the 
structural relation between the screen and the enclosure and/or the ventilation port. 

Applicant hereby traverses the Examiner's objections and rejections as described 

below. 

A. The Drawings 

Applicant herewith submits New Figure 1 and New Figure 2. 

New Figure 1 provides an illustration of the casket shield of the present invention 
as placed around a casket, and depicts the ventilation port, screen, and tape. A clean copy of 
New Figure 1 is provided in Exhibit A, while an Annotated Sheet Showing Changes has been 
provided in Exhibit B. 

New Figure 2 corresponds to previously submitted Figure 1, however has been 
amended to provide flow diagram formatting illustrating the organization of the steps, as well as 
reference numerals for the steps and elements illustrated in the Figure. Furthermore, original 
Figure 1 extended across two pages, while new Figure 2 extends across three pages (sheets 2-4). 

-3- 



A clean copy of New Figure 2 is provided in Exhibit A, while Annotated Sheets Showing 
Changes have been provided in Exhibit B. 



B. The Substitute Specification 

Applicant herewith submits a new Substitute Specification as Exhibit C. A 
marked up copy of the Substitute Specification is submitted as Exhibit D. No new matter has 
been added to the specification. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.125, the claims have not been included 
with the substitute specification. 

C. Claims Rejections 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-4 as being indefinite under 
35 USC § 1 12 Paragraph 2 for failing to adequately identify the structural relation between the 
enclosure, the ventilation port, and the screen. Claims 1 and 4 have been amended herein. As 
claims 2-3 depend from claim 1, no amendment of these claims is believed required, as the 
amendment to claim 1 provides the structural relation requested by the Examiner. 

The ventilation port is an aperture in the enclosure that permits air to flow in and 
out of the enclosure. The ventilation port is covered by a screen which prevents the flow of crypt 
gnats through the port. This relation is believed provided in the claims as amended, and 
accordingly allowance of the claims is earnestly solicited. 



Conclusion 

Inasmuch as Applicants have traversed the contentions of the Examiner in a diligent 
effort to place the application in condition for allowance Applicants respectfully request the 
issuance of a Notice Of Allowance for claims 1-4, at the earliest possible time. Applicants further 
respectfully request the courtesy of a telephone call should there be any outstanding issues related to 
the issuance of a Notice of Allowance in this matter. 



Respectfully submitted; 




.arl H. Pierce 
Reg. No. 45,730 
Reed Smith LLP 
2500 One Liberty Place 
1650 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-7301 
(215) 241-7970 

Dated: September 29, 2004 
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Figure 2A 



Place sheet of 
shrinkable film 
on surface. 



Place casket 
on sheet. 



Fold up 
short side 
Of sheet. 
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Figure 2B 
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Fold sheet 
over casket. 



Fold in 
sides. 







Fold 
bottom up. 
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Figure 2C 



Suggestion to seal seams: Put 
piece along the long seam. Place 
two pieces on each end using an 
X pattern. Make sure all seams are 
sealed. If a hole should develop 
during the heating process just 
patch it with tape. 
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Apply heat. Keep gun moving at 
all times. Start at one end and 
continue around casket. Press 
sheet together to seal all 
seams. A perfect seal is not required 
in this step. It is also not necessary 
to remove all wrinkles as the sheet 
tightens as it cools. 
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